Concise History of the United States of America

	1607
	Virginia founded

London Company
	First English settlement at the east coast

	1620
	Mayflower – Pilgrim Fathers land at Plymouth

The Mayflower Compact
	Puritan settlements - spiritual influence of British dissenters - Boston as centre

	17th-18th century
	Thousands of Africans are brought over and sold into slavery to work on cotton and tobacco plantations
	

	from 1700
	13 English colonies 
	tendency of separation North-South – first conflicts with England

	1763
	end of 7 year war in Europe and America – Treaty of Paris
	France leaves North America (besides parts of Canada) – domination of Britain

	1773
	Navigation Act – Boston Tea Party
	

	1776
	Declaration of Independence
	USA proclaim independence

	1783
	Treaty of Versailles
	Britain guarantee independence of USA

	1789
	George Washington
	first president of the USA

	1780-1860
	Expansion to the West

Expansion of Slavery in the South

a) first immigration waves/ development to economic prosperity

b) foundation of new settlements/ conflicts with Indians


	Frontier – Western Movement – Gold Rush

Social Darwinism

Development to Land of unrestricted possibilities

	19th century
	settlers move westwards, number of states rises from 17 to 45
	immigration from Europe assumes mass proportions

	1803
	Louisiana Purchase
	Napoleon sells the territory for 60 million francs

	1823
	Monroe Doctrine
	president declares : “no interference of European with American affairs”

	1846-1848
	Mexican War
	USA acquire vast tracts of Mexican territory

	1860-1865
	Civil War

North - Union – Abolitionists

General: Grant

South – Confederacy

General: Lee
	beginning of industrialization and urbanization

“Gilded Age” after war

	1862
	Homestead Act
	settlers’ claims

	1863
	Gettysburg Address

A. Lincoln
	new perspectives of American policy

	1865
	Declaration of Rights
	abolition of racial discrimination

	1900-1920

1914-1918
	Russian Revolution

World War I
	first world wide engagement of the USA

	1925-1930
	period of economic and social disaster
	

	1929
	Great Crash
	

	1932
	New Deal

president: F.D. Roosevelt

100 days/ 3 Rs: relief, recovery, reform
	social and economic reforms established

	1939-1945
	World War II
	participation in war 

anti-Hitler position and destruction of his dictatorship and Nazi-Germany

	7 Dec. 1941
	Pearl Harbour
	USA declare war against Japan, 

USA participation in war begins

	6+9 Aug. 1945
	Hiroshima and Nagasaki
	first atomic bombs

	1945
	Truman Doctrine
	intentional opening to world

guarantee of freedom and virtues of democracy

	June 1947
	Marshall plan
	financial aid program for Europe

	1948
	Berlin Airlift


	USA supply Berlin with food and other goods for 11 months


	1948
	Fair Deal
	21-point domestic program including proposals for an expansion of social security and public housing and for the establishment of a permanent Fair Employment Practices Act banning discrimination

	1949
	NATO founded
	

	1950-1953
	Korean War
	USA defend South Korea against communistic North Korea.

The result of the war is a great fear of communism in the USA

	1950
	McCarthyism
	Senator McCarthy claims to have a list of State Department employees loyal to the Soviet Union

political witch-hunt

	1954
	Brown v. Board of Education  of Topeka

Racial segregation in schools becomes unconstitutional
	US Supreme Court decides that segregation in public schools is a violation of the equal protection clause of the 14th amendment to the US constitution

	1955
	Montgomery Bus Boycott
	Martin Luther King leads boycott against segregated buses in Montgomery

	Sept. 1957
	Little Rock
	segregationist governor of Arkansas blocks the integration of high school in Little Rock.

Eisenhower sends federal troops to enforce the court’s order for integration

	1.10.1957
	Sputnik I
	Launch of first satellite. Many in the USA think that the USSR have superior technology

	1961-1975
	Vietnam War
	USA help South Vietnam to fight the communists in North Vietnam. 

First important military defeat of the USA 

	Oct. 1962
	Cuban Missile Crisis
	Major confrontation brings USA and USSR close to war about the presence of Soviet nuclear-armed missiles on Cuba

	22 Nov.1963
	John F. Kennedy assassinated
	

	1968
	Martin Luther King assassinated
	

	20 July 1969
	Apollo 11
	First manned landing on the moon

	1972-1974
	Watergate 
	series of scandals involving President Richard Nixon who becomes the first US president to resign from office

	1983
	USA invades Grenada
	

	1986
	US warplanes bomb Libyan cities
	

	1987
	US-Soviet Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces Treaty
	elimination of cruise missiles and Pershing-2 missiles in Western and Eastern Europe

	1989
	Fall of “Iron Curtain” and Berlin Wall
	

	Jan.-Feb- 1991
	Gulf War (1st Iraq War)
“Operation Desert Storm”
	USA and allies lead a war to free Kuwait invaded by Iraq; sanctions imposed that still exist

	1992
	Bill Clinton elected president
	

	1995
	Oklahoma bomb kills more than 160 people
	

	1998
	House of Representatives vote to impeach Bill Clinton for perjury and obstruction of justice in the Monika Lewinsky affair
	Clinton was acquitted on both charges after several Republicans gave him support

	Mar-June 1999
	NATO bombardment of Yugoslavia
	US play leading role

	Nov. 2000
	contest for the presidency produces one of the closest races ever
	recount in Florida, even Supreme Court is involved

	Jan. 2001
	George W. Bush is sworn in
	

	15 July 2001
	USA test its missile defence shield
	

	11 Sept. 2001
	Terrorist attack against World Trade Center in NY and Pentagon in Washington D.C.
	leads to war against terrorism in Afghanistan 

	8 Oct. 2001 
	US lead massive campaign of air strikes against Afghanistan and later send in special forces to help opposition forces defeat the Taliban regime
	US try to find Saudi-born Usamah Bin-Laden who is suspected of masterminding the 11 Sept. attacks

	29 Jan. 2002
	Bush’s state-of-the-union speech to Congress
	declaring an “axis of evil” threatens the peace of the world



	Nov. 2002
	Pres. Bush creates the Department of Homeland Security
	The large and powerful department is tasked with protecting the US against terrorist attacks.

	20 March 2003
	2nd Iraq War begins.
	Missile attacks on targets in Baghdad mark the start of a US-led campaign to topple the Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. US forces advance into central Baghdad in early April.

	May 2004
	Furore over pictures showing the abuse of Iraqi prisoners in US custody. 
	President Bush and Defence Secretary Rumsfeld - who is questioned by Congress about the scandal - apologise for the mistreatment.

	June 2004
	Pres. Reagan dies.
	

	July 2004
	Senate report says US and allies went to war in Iraq on "flawed" information.
	

	2 Nov. 2004


	G.W.Bush wins his second term.
	George W. Bush is inaugurated for his 2nd term on 20 Jan. 2005

	Aug. 2005
	Hundreds of people are killed when Hurricane Katrina, the most destructive storm to hit the US in decades, sweeps through gulf coast states. 
	Much of the city of New Orleans is submerged by flood waters.

	March 2006
	Congress renews the USA Patriot Act, a centrepiece of the government's fight against terrorism, after months of debate about its impact on civil liberties.
	April-May 2006 - Millions of immigrants and their supporters take to the streets to protest against plans to criminalise illegal immigrants.

	Sept. 2008
	Turmoil in the US and international financial markets as major Wall Street investment bank Lehman Brothers collapses and other big US financial players face growing troubles as a result of the "credit crunch". 
	With hundreds of billions of dollars wiped out in bad loans and a prolonged property slump, the US faces its worst financial crisis since the Great Depression.

	Nov 2008
	Barack Obama becomes first President of African-American origin
	Inaugurated on 20 Jan 2009

	Jan 2009
	President-elect Barack Obama puts forward an $825bn stimulus package for the ailing US economy.
	President Obama unveils a record $3.6 trillion dollar budget for 2010. The spending package aims to boost investment in areas such as health care, education and renewable energy and pull the US out of the financial crisis. It comes against the background of a spiralling US budget deficit.

	July 2009
	As the financial crisis bites harder, Californian governor Arnold Schwarzenegger declares 'fiscal emergency' after state legislators fail to approve budget for coming year.
	


